THE BREAKDOWN OF KINGSHIP
under colonels, and, on paper also, to be paid considerable
wages. A strict discipline was also organized, with a strong code
of penalties, and the Rebellion had at last an effective weapon
in its hands. The perpetual desertions would now be gradually
checked, and, what was most important, there would be a
growing unity of command. The inspiration behind this
idea was undoubtedly Cromwell's, though many who had been
taught by the experience of war were supporting the policy.
The ordinance for this New Model was finally voted in the
first days of April 1645, *&& at the same time an idea already
mooted but only now brought into practice, called the Self-
denying Ordinance, was passed. In the first plan all members
of the truncated Commons and the fragmentary Lords were
forbidden to exercise command again. In the final form this
prohibition was not openly repeated, though it was understood,
and all members of either House so commanding had to lay
down their commands. But a strange anomaly appeared, which
the apologists for Cromwell have done what they could to
explain, but which remains clear enough in character.
An exception was made far Cromwell alone. He kept his seat
and influence at Westminster, and was at the same time the
principal man in the Army, though technically only second in
command, his new chief being Fairfax. It was an innovation
not to have nobles at the head of the forces, but in future both
Essex and Manchester, who had commanded at Marston Moor
very badly, were laid aside. The general put at the head of the
New Model army (but not as yet commanding the much more
numerous remainder of the forces) was Fairfax, a courteous,
popular, and fairly capable man, typical of the rebel leaders,
being an immensely wealthy landowner from the North. In
character and military ability he could not for a moment stand
up to Cromwell, even when later he was in nominal command
of the whole armed forces of the now triumphant Rebellion.
Fairfax had orders to besiege Oxford, the King's capital. But
on Charles marching first north,then east, and taking Leicester by
storm, at the end of May 1645, the idea of carrying Oxford for the
Rebellion was abandoned, Fairfax inarched immediately after
the King, and his large, well-ordered, and well-equipped army
was almost in touch with the far less efficient,ill-recruited Royalist
remnant within a fortnight. On June i^, 164^ Cromwell had
joined him near the village of Naseby, which lies a day's march
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